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Letter from the Chair 
 
 
Respected Delegates, 
 
I welcome you to the simulation of the National Security Council of Pakistan, or NSCP, at CUMNCE this year.  My name is 
Nina Ahuja and I will be your chair for this weekend of scandal, tradition, and back-handed politics. It will be my 
privilege to introduce debate on a subject that is at the focus of such crucial international consideration: Pakistan is in 
many ways the western world's most vital bridge to Afghanistan, and a critical setting for the battle against terrorism.  
Our brief but substantial committee will discuss a vast spectrum of subjects involving Pakistan's current political and 
cultural climate, running the gamut from delicate diplomatic relations to a mercurial national sports culture, from the 
ongoing war against terrorism and Islamic extremism to the state of the country's populace.  As members of the 
National Security Council, the direction of the debate and the actions you take will be in your control; of course, the 
problems that present themselves will not. 
 
I would first like to introduce myself and the other staff members of this committee. I have the honor of working with 
Genevieve Price (Barnard College '12), my vice-chair, and our crisis director, Matthew Buckley (Columbia College '12). 
Genevieve is new to Model UN at Columbia but has years of experience as a delegate from her high school team at The 
Dwight School, and is currently studying Pre-Med Neuroscience and Behavior. Matthew is a sophomore and has worked 
on the Crisis Staff of this very committee for our college conference.  I am now a sophomore at Barnard College, where I 
am a Political Economy major, and have joined the Model UN Traveling team and traveled to the Georgetown 
conference earlier this semester. I look forward to meeting all of you, and hope this enjoy this fast-paced and exciting 
simulation.  
 
The past two years have been full of chaos and confusion for the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.  The darkening specter of 
Taliban presence in the north has displaced thousands and led to armed conflicts on the nation's soil.  Continued 
diplomatic tensions with India and Afghanistan stymie sustained progress in negotiations and relations with these 
pivotal neighbors.  Against this grim international situation, politics within the country have been extremely turbulent, 
hurtling from the controversial firing of the Supreme Court's Chief Justice and the resignation of Pervez Musharraf to 
the sudden assassination of Benazir Bhutto.  All the while, the economy continues to struggle, and millions of people 
across the country face food crises with no realistic resolution in sight.  Even the celebrated national cricket team, the 
traditional outlet for the country's woes, has faced an international hold on hosting matches and tournaments after a 
visiting team was attacked by terrorists near the Indian border. 
 
With the mood of the country so bleak, the elite powers of the nation must act quickly and intelligently to balance 
national interests, public well-being, and foreign pressures to find solutions to the blights of the state.  I look forward to 
a committee full of sharp debate, bold action, and thoughtful engagement of these delicate subjects.  If you have any 
questions about this guide or the committee, please contact me at na2244@columbia.edu.  As your chair, I speak for 
the entire staff in saying that we hope to make this the finest crisis experience possible for everyone involved.  Pakistan 
Zindabad! 
 
Sincerely, 
Nina Ahuja 
na2244@columbia.edu 
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Committee Introduction 

“No nation is more critical to United States foreign policy than Pakistan,” wrote New Yorker correspondent Mary 
Anne Weaver.  Although those words were published in 2002 in the immediate aftermath of the Afghan invasion 
and the inception of the War on Terror, perhaps they ring even truer today: Afghanistan's security is not yet 
assured, the shadow of Taliban influence has seeped over the border into Pakistan's northern regions. Meanwhile, 
Pakistan has steadily become the primary battleground for the War on Terror, with one of the highest arrest 
figures on record among involved countries. The nation has perhaps faced more national turmoil over the last two 
years than the dozen that preceded them, with a number of civil controversies, the resignation of President Pervez 
Musharraf, and the assassination of ex-Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto. With her widower, Asif Ali Zardari, now at 
the helm of politics in Pakistan, the government must deal with a lack of credibility and faith among much of the 
populace. Increasing domestic woes and continued hostility with India translate to a time of tumult with no easy 
answer to the questions that plague the country. 
 
To better understand the evolution and culture of Pakistan's unique political drama and the religious and cultural 
identity and heritage of its people, a basic knowledge of its history is essential. To that end, we have provided a 
brief overview of Pakistan's history, before and after the Partition of the Subcontinent in 1947. This includes a very 
cursory look at the introduction of Islam to India and the period of Mughal rule, followed by the British Empire and 
colonialism's lasting legacy in the Subcontinent. The events and circumstances of the Partition will follow, and, 
finally, a summary of Pakistan's young history broken down by decade. This important political cultural 
background provides the platform for the further debate and the next section of this guide. 
 
Following the history of the country will be an examination of current topics. These will be at the heart of 
discussion and debate in our committee and will include particular emphasis on the War on Terror, relations with 
the United States, Afghanistan, and India, and the turbulent domestic political and economic scenes, as well as a 
special discussion of Cricket Politics as they affect the Subcontinent. 
 
Brief position papers regarding your role will be expected, not required, and should be two paragraphs at most in 
length. Be advised that they may help you in our adjudication of committee awards. Please submit them to 
na2244@columbia.edu by the opening session of committee on January 14, 2010. I hope you will find this guide 
concise, informative, and easy to navigate. Please feel free to contact me at the aforementioned e-mail with any 
questions you may have.   
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Pakistan Fact Sheet 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Official Name:  Islamic Republic of Pakistan 

Capital:  Islamabad 

Government:  Federal Republic 

Administrative Divisions:  Provinces – Balochistan, North-West Frontier Province (NWFP), Punjab, Sindh; 
Territory – Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA); Administrative Entities – Azad Kashmir, Northern 
Areas 

Largest City:  Karachi (pop. 12,827,927) 

President:  Asif Ali Zardari 

Prime Minister:  Yousaf Raza Gilani 

Languages:  Urdu, English, regional languages – Punjabi, Pashto, Sindhi, Siraiki, etc. 

Religion:  Islam – 95 %, Other (predominantly Christianity and Hinduism) – 5 % 

Population:  176,242,949  

Literacy Rate:  49.9 % 

Area:  307,374 sq mi (796,095 sq km) 

Currency:  Pakistani Rupee (PKR) – Exchange Rate of 1 USD to 83.05 PKR at writing 

GDP per capita:  $ 2,600 
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History – Part 1: Empire and Partition 
 
 
 
Islam’s Introduction to South Asia 
 
Islam was originally brought to the Subcontinent in the late 7th and early 8th centuries by a combination of Arab 
traders along the southern coasts of India on trade routes through the region and by incursions following the 
conquest of the Persian Sassanid Empire in the western areas (most of which is today part of Pakistan).. These 
events established a small Muslim presence in the Subcontinent that survived, particularly in modern-day Sindh 
and southern India, for the following four or five centuries. 
 
Substantial inroads were not made by Islamic culture in the Subcontinent until the Afghan invasions and the era of 
the Delhi Sultanate, when Central Asian invaders created the first Muslim empire in India, based, as the name 
suggests, in Delhi. The Delhi Sultanate was not one cogent dynasty, but rather a succession of Muslim rulers who 
all established their capitals at Delhi between 1206 and 1526 CE. The Delhi Sultanate opened the door to South 
Asia for the preeminent Muslim rulers of India, the Mughals. 
 

The Mughal Empire 

In 1526, Ibrahim Lodhi, the last sultan of Delhi, was killed in the Battle of Panipat. His 
forces suffered a heavy defeat, and the Delhi Sultanate was ended forever by the 
Emperor Babur, a descendent of both Timur and Genghis Khan. Babur spoke Turkish 
and hailed from Central Asia, but under him and his line, Persian cultural influences 
were reintroduced to India. Emphasizing his maternal lineage to the Mongol Khans, 
Babur established the Mughal Dynasty upon his death in 1530. 

  

The Mughals soon expanded their reign to almost the entirety of the Subcontinent. 
Under rulers such as Akbar the Great, Babur's grandson, Persian language and art 
grew in prestige and prominence. In tandem with the 

Mughals' ethnically Turkish history, this raised the profile 
of Islam in the country significantly; the Muslim 

population continued to grow throughout their reign. The Mughals were also 
responsible for the construction and expansion of many significant modern cities, 
perhaps most notably Lahore, in which they constructed a number of gardens, the 
Lahore Fort, and the enormous Badshahi Mosque, which remained the largest single 
mosque in terms of capacity until 1986 (when another Pakistani mosque, the Faisal 
Mosque, took its place). Lahore is also home to the tomb of the Emperor Jahangir, as 
well as his favorite wife, Nur Jahan. The Mughals substantially advanced Islam in India, 
laying the cultural foundation for what would one day become Pakistan. 
 
 

Emperor Akbar as a young man 

Emperor Aurangzeb, last of the 
Great Mughals 
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The British Raj 
 
After the reign of Emperor Aurangzeb, the Mughal Empire steadily declined under the rule of weaker leaders. By 
the 1750s, the British East India Company, who had earlier beaten out other European powers for trading control 
of the Subcontinent, was essentially consolidating the control of India that it had won slowly through the 
administration of plantations and factories. British rule in India began decidedly economically and progressed to 
an administrative, and later military, control. 
 
Resentment against this British colonialism, especially the assortment of taxes levied by the Empire, culminated in 
the doomed Rebellion of 1857, the uprising of sepoys (native Indian soldiers in service of the British) and many 
local Indian lords. The British crushed the rebellion; in the aftermath, India was incorporated into the British 
Empire as the British Raj, and the last Mughal emperor, Bahadur Shah Zafar, who had until this point been ruling 
just in name, was stripped of his title and exiled to Burma. His sons were killed, along with many other male 
relatives, ending the Mughal dynasty and inaugurating the British Raj. 
 
 
Partition and Pakistan, 1947 
 
(A note: the complete circumstances and history of the Partition of India are obviously more convoluted than can 
be adequately expressed in this background guide. What follows are the details immediately relevant to Pakistan's 
development, and particularly Pakistani politics today.) 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pakistan could be said to have its roots in the formation of the Muslim League (also known as the All India Muslim 
League) in 1906. The movement for independence was then nascent, and the Muslim League comprised Muslim 
leaders in India who believed that the interests, culture, and security of Muslims would not be adequately 
preserved in the Hindu-majority India.  By the 1930s, serious talk of a separate Muslim nation in the Subcontinent 
emerged. Notably, the man most closely identified with the achievement of a separate Pakistani state, 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, continued to work for a united India until the end of the 1930s; after a series of alternating 
boycotts of the other party by both the Muslim League and the National Congress, as well as mounting British 
pressures upon the Muslim community, Jinnah changed his stance and assumed the leadership of the Muslim 
League cause for which many in the party had previously tried to recruit him, including the respected poet-
philosopher, Allama Muhammad Iqbal, often regarded as the spiritual father of Pakistan. 

Lord Mountbatten, the man often most closely associated with the Partition from the British side of affairs 
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In March 1940, the Muslim League passed its Lahore Resolution, an addendum to the party's constitution which 
thenceforth served essentially as a mission statement urging a separate Muslim state.  For the next seven years, as 
independence became increasingly likely, dozens of possible partition boundaries were discussed. Leaders argued 
over which provinces would become part of the new state, and whether those provinces themselves needed to be 
parted.  At the center of the debates were the provinces of Punjab and Bengal, which both had Muslim majorities 
overall but heavy non-Muslim populations on in their Eastern and Western regions respectively. These years of 
debate also laid the platform for the future conflicts over Kashmir, a northern princely state with a Muslim 
majority and a Hindu ruler. 
 
Finally, at the time of Partition, the Radcliffe Line governed the topography: Punjab was split, giving Lahore to 
Pakistan. Bengal was also separated into West and East. The implementation of the boundary was sudden, and 
few if any means of transportation were provided by the British authorities for the minority populations of each 
region to reach their prescribed countries. The subsequent logistical nightmare in August 1947 resulted in the 
displacement of 14.5 million people from both sides of the border. Riots broke out in both countries, and the 
fighting alone killed hundreds of thousands. Estimates posit that an approximate total of three million died in the 
massive exodus, although exact figures may never be known. 
 
Despite the tragedies that accompanied the country’s inception and the many challenges that greeted its arrival 
on the world stage, the overwhelming mood of the populace was one of general optimism as the people 
embraced the nation that many felt they had themselves forged. Still, the difficulties that the nation faced were 
almost unequivocal existential threats, and nothing that the government or the people could successfully ignore. 
Professor Philip Oldenburg distills the problems into five essential challenges: security against external enemies 
(most notably India); internal order and implementing the rule of law in the country; establishing a functional 
infrastructure within the country, including post offices, office buildings, and police stations; providing basic 
services such as education and healthcare to the populace; and most significantly, forging a national identity from 
the various ethnic enclaves that had formed over the centuries under the historic rule of disjointed principalities. 
 
Many of those aforementioned challenges continue to plague the state of Pakistan today, and that is perhaps a 
testament to the enormity of the challenges the nascent nation faced from its inception rather than an indictment 
of the country’s progress. 
 

Muhammad Ali Jinnah (left) and Allama Muhammad Iqbal (right), celebrated 
by Pakistanis as the intellectual and spiritual fathers of the nation 
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History – Part 2: the Republic 
 
 
In the fall of 1947 and the spring of 1948, Pakistan scrambled to establish and secure itself. The first war over 
Kashmir broke out with India, setting up the concept of a Line of Control between the countries. Most significantly 
for the country, however, was the struggle for resources and funds: the vast majority of infrastructure, including 
roads, offices, government buildings, and physical capital was located in the land apportioned by Britain to the 
new nation of India. Pakistan slowly and steadily constructed these necessities, but remained thoroughly strapped 
for cash as a government and unable to as yet provide thorough health and education plans from the federal 
government. 
 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah died a little over a year after independence, in September 1948. The first Prime Minister of 
Pakistan, Liaquat Ali Khan, was assassinated by an Afghan national in 1951. The losses of these two incalculably 
influential figures led to a vacuum of leadership in the 1950s. The country, though stable, was still in a crisis as it 
attempted to finalize a constitution. In 1956, the “Islamic” title was added to the official name of the country; in 
1958, General Ayub Khan supplanted the civilian government in the first-ever military takeover of the nation. 
 
It must be noted that although the nation was now the “Islamic Republic of Pakistan,” freedom of religion was 
ingrained into national policy by Jinnah before his death in a now-famous speech on the eve of the Partition. 
Jinnah himself was a primarily secular personality, clean-shaven, British-educated, and much more adept with 
English than with Urdu. General Ayub was also a rather secular, pragmatic ruler, and the 1960s proceeded for the 
most part under his control. The nation was, again, stable but not thriving. The atmosphere was significantly more 
secular in most ways than what would become the norm after the late 1970s and 80s, but Ayub lost popularity 
after the economy suffered and the stalemate against India in the War of 1965 was not maneuvered to Pakistan’s 
advantage. Ayub resigned as President in 1969. Very quickly, two events occurred that shaped the rest of 
Pakistan’s history. 

 
The Rise and fall of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto 
 
At the end of 1970, after Ayub’s resignation and the end of the term of his 
replacement, Yahya Khan, Pakistan was ready to hold elections. In a nutshell, 
what followed was the breaking point between East Pakistan and West Pakistan. 
When the West Pakistani political powers refused to recognize the electoral 
plurality won by the Awami League based in East Pakistan, the predominantly 
Bengali population of the East rose up in demonstration against this injustice. At 
this point, the man who won the majority of votes in West Pakistan, Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto, along with the president of that time, Yahya Khan, went to the East to 
negotiate with the Awami League’s pre-eminent leader, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. 
Predictably, the talks broke down; soon the Pakistani army had mobilized troops 
to the East to prevent any sort of uprising. In November 1971, tensions reached a 
fever pitch, and with the assistance of India, East Pakistan broke away from the 
West entirely, becoming Bangladesh. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto 
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Pakistan was now a single geographical and political continuity, and the man in charge was a rising political star 
with patently socialist tendencies. The former foreign minister of the country, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto entered the 
position of head of state and firmly established himself as a ruler for the people, presenting a populist face and 
popular policies. Pakistan as a nation underwent enormous changes under Bhutto, whose rule laid the 
groundwork for much of the political drama of the next 30 years. 
  
After a failed experiment with the nationalization of numerous industries, Bhutto and Pakistan found an economic 
windfall with the rise of OPEC and the need for laborers in the Persian Gulf, which Pakistan could easily supply. 
This also became the basis for some of Pakistan’s earliest exposures to Islamization, as the Pakistanis who went to 
and from the Arab World attempted to bring the “purer” form of their faith to their homeland. Bhutto, himself a 
very secular man rumored to enjoy liquor and the company of women, took advantage of this trend; soon he had 
outlawed alcohol and set the weekend to begin on Friday. The cultural identity crisis that may have resulted from 
this development is up for debate, but the bottom line remained that Bhutto was a popular leader enjoying the 
flourish of a healthy economy and relatively stable national politics. 

 
This positive sentiment made the events of 1977 that much more baffling. In the upcoming elections, Bhutto, with 
his Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), was the overwhelming favorite. However, his margins of victory were not simply 
overwhelming—they were crushing, and suspiciously so. The PPP and Bhutto were found to have rigged the 
election in a move that commentators still cannot satisfactorily justify. Bhutto was quickly overthrown and 
imprisoned. In 1979 he was found guilty (under a cloud of some controversy) of commissioning the assassination 
of a rival and was hanged, making way, as is the wont of the Pakistani political cycle, for ten years of military rule. 
 
 
Zia and War in Afghanistan 
 

The new man in charge was General Zia-ul-Haq, whose personality contrasted as 
sharply with Bhutto as conceivably possible, and immediately he faced crises all 
around him: 1979 saw both the Iranian Revolution against the Shah and the Soviet 
Union invasion of Afghanistan; the consequences of the latter reverberate in the 
conflicts in Pakistan to this day. 

Domestically, Zia’s policies reflected his religious devotion. Many guidelines 
associated with conservative Islamic Sharia canon became part of national law. 
Female news anchors were encouraged to cover their hair. The United States tended 
to frown on these and similar policies. 

 

Internationally, however, Zia and the United States worked closely together to fight the Soviets in Afghanistan. 
Pakistan accepted immense numbers of Afghan refugees into its borders, with estimates running from 3 to 7 
million. The United States (now notoriously) encouraged and financed the aggregation of the Jihad spirit in 
Afghanistan as military and paramilitary groups (which includes Osama bin Laden) invoked the name of Islam in 
fighting against the godless USSR. With CIA training, Saudi money, and Pakistani support, the Afghans eventually 

Zia-ul-Haq 
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succeeded in ousting the Soviets, but in the process sowed the seeds for circumstances that the US and Pakistan 
would both rue in future years. 

Zia was killed in a freak plane crash in 1988, an event that has spawned dozens of conspiracy theories. A recent 
inquiry announced mechanical failure to be the cause. After his death, the elections scheduled for that year were 
conducted normally. 

Benazir Bhutto, daughter of the hanged Zulfikar and the lineal heir to the control of the PPP, became the new 
Prime Minister, the first-ever female head of state in a Muslim nation. The 1990s are known for little in Pakistani 
politics besides questionable democracy, corruption and heightened tensions with India towards the end of the 
decade. Benazir’s first term was followed by the first Prime Ministerial spell of Nawaz Sharif, then head of the 
Pakistan Muslim League (PML-N); after him, Benazir returned; in 1997, Sharif took over once again. 

This decade is notable for three essential things. First, the characters for the recent political dramas of 2007 and 
2008 were introduced, including Benazir, Sharif, Bhutto’s husband Asif Ali Zardari, and their respective parties. 
Next, on May 28, 1998, Pakistan announced the successful testing of its nuclear bomb, less than three weeks after 
India had done the same. Finally, in the summer of 1999 the Kargil Conflict with India in Kashmir presented the 
height of tensions between the nations since their last formal war in 1971. 

This last crisis in Kargil accelerated the decay of Nawaz Sharif’s government. In October of that year, General 
Pervez Musharraf, the man most associated with Pakistani politics in the 2000s took power in a bloodless military 
coup. 

 
The New Millennium and Recent Events 
 
After the defining tragedy of this decade shook the world on September 
11, 2001, Musharraf became a close, though admittedly rarely warm, 
ally of the United States, both in securing Afghanistan from the Taliban 
and in stamping out Al-Qaeda in the region. Pakistan’s contributions to 
the War on Terror yielded more arrests than any other country in the 
world. Musharraf himself survived multiple assassination attempts in 
this period 

 

On the domestic stage, Musharraf began reasonably well but ended his leadership in disgrace. Pakistan’s economy 
never soared in the decade, but some smart policy decisions steadied the decline for a few years. The tension 
between military autocracy and democratic rule that Musharraf tried to reconcile during his time in power was 
part of his undoing. In 2007, in an attempt to further bolster his power, he dismissed the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court and met with widespread protests and disapproval. The disintegration of order in the Northern 
Areas as the Taliban resurged along the Afghan border meant a series of threats to internal security, culminating in 
the chaos at the Red Mosque in Islamabad (include dates?), where extremists essentially took over the mosque 
and held out against a military siege. The army ultimately overran the building, leaving over a hundred dead. 

Pervez Musharraf 
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Amid talks of power-broking with the returning Benazir Bhutto, and trying to deflect the comeback of Nawaz 
Sharif from exile, Musharraf’s rule slowly decayed and Pakistan’s chance of freeing itself from the politics of the 
1990s fell away. In December 2007, Benazir was assassinated, and her husband, Asif Ali Zardari, assumed control 
of the PPP, with their son, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, named chairman of the party at the age of 19. Under ever-
darkening public disapproval and political pressure, Musharraf resigned from the presidency in August 2008, 
replaced three weeks later by Asif Ali Zardari, elected that month and sworn in on September 9, 2008, as President 
of Pakistan. 

 

 
Topics: Domestic Landscape 
 
 
Overview 
 
The National Security Council of Pakistan as a committee will grapple with the problems currently plaguing 
Pakistani politics, security, and society. What follows is a brief overview of the topics with which delegates should 
be familiar; a certain level of awareness of current affairs will be expected, and a small amount of outside research 
may be necessary depending on your familiarity with the subject matter. 

 
The Economy and Electricity 
 
The economy of Pakistan has degenerated alarmingly in the past three years after a period of relative stability. The 
value of the Pakistani Rupee has decayed considerably in the last decade: in 1999, one dollar was worth 45 rupees 
while today it is worth almost 85. The greatest threat to the welfare of the population is in the price of food 
staples, the costs of which have climbed so high that severe malnutrition and starvation have become serious 
concerns of the rural and urban poor alike, who together constitute the vast majority of the nation’s population. 

Tying directly into the economy’s woes is the trouble with electricity in the country. Like many developing 
countries, the availability of electricity is hampered by its price; load shedding (rolling blackout) programs have 
long been implemented by the government to cut costs during specific times of day throughout the year. In the 
past 12-18 months, however, load shedding itself has become so severe that a number of businesses, unable to 
operate and produce at satisfactory levels, have been forced to shut down. The majority of these belong to the 
industrial sector, typically factories, damaging Pakistan’s economy even further as production becomes more and 
more difficult.  

 
Militancy and Terrorism 
 
The sudden and violent rise of the Taliban in the north and the ever-increasing number of attacks upon civilian and 
military targets throughout the nation have in tandem shaken the internal stability and security of the country. 
Prior to 2006, suicide bombs were unheard of within Pakistan’s borders; by 2009, dozens, including the one that 
killed Benazir Bhutto, had left their mark on the state’s security and the people’s psyche. 
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Pakistan arrested, by most accepted figures, over 300 Al-Qaeda officers and notables during Pervez Musharraf’s 
crackdown on militancy and terrorism within the nation. The Taliban’s virulent presence in the Northern Areas is 
the new government’s paramount concern among issues of internal security. Numerous military actions in the 
region have met with varying degrees of success, but the Taliban did suffer at least one major loss with the death 
of their leader, Beitullah Mehsud, in a reported missile attack. 

It is also important to understand the nature of the Pakistani Taliban. Unlike its infamous Afghani precursor, the 
Pakistani variety is in no way a centralized political movement but a loose, disjointed confederation of Islamic 
fundamentalists, typically Pashtun, operating in across the area. Their presence and the ongoing fighting between 
them and military forces have displaced millions of people from the Swat Valley and surrounding areas. 
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The Supreme Court 
 
When Pervez Musharraf sacked the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, Iftikhar Chaudhry, in 2007, a nationwide 
movement of lawyers and judges reacted to the news with indignation. At the time, this demonstration of popular 
power was a heartening cue that the middle class and democratic was gaining steam in Pakistan. Unfortunately 
over a year after Musharraf’s resignation, although Chaudhry has been returned to the office of Chief Justice, no 
lasting constitutional or legislative changes have occurred to prevent similar abuses of power in the future, despite 
promises by Zardari and the PPP to the contrary during the election season. The judicial situation is presently at 
ease, but the potential remains for uncomfortable and costly flare-ups. 

 
Cricket Politics 
 
Cricket has been the most popular sport in Pakistan since the country’s founding , and the general success of the 
team, including world number one status in much of the 1980s and 1990s and a World Cup victory in 1992, has 
always been a source of pride for the country. 

Significantly, cricket has also served as a tool for 
negotiation and interaction with neighbors and 
athletic archrivals India. In times of tension, India-
Pakistan matches have been treated like battles by 
fans from both countries; in times of relative calm, 
they have been modes for exchange. 

In the current atmosphere of conflict within the 
country, Pakistan’s capacity to host international 
matches has been called into question as a number 
of teams pulled out of tours in 2008 and 2009 with 
security concerns. Shortly thereafter, Pakistan lost 
co-hosting status for the 2011 World Cup after 
further security concerns and an attack on a touring 
Sri Lankan team. For the morale of the cricket-
loving populace and the economic boon of hosting 
major international tournaments and matches, it is 
in the interest of the government to rectify the 
situation with the International Cricket Council as 
soon as possible. 
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Topics: International Relations 
 
 
United States 
 
The governments of Pakistan and the United States have historically maintained good, though never quite warm, 
relations, and the past decade was no different. Pakistan has been a crucial ally in the War on Terror, first as a 
conduit to Afghanistan, and later as prime partners in the hunt for Al-Qaeda and Taliban operatives. Still, 
interactions have been fraught with unease at times and mistrust from both sides. The United States has 
occasionally voiced its suspicion of Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI), Pakistan’s powerful intelligence service, and its 
alleged involvement with terrorism and proxy war with India. On the other hand, former deputy Defense Secretary 
Richard Armitage gained some notoriety when Pervez Musharraf revealed that he had threatened to “bomb 
Pakistan into the Stone Age” in the aftermath of the 9/11 attacks if Pakistan did not comply with the United 
States. The U.S. continues to bear criticism for its drone missile attacks into Pakistani territory to attack Taliban 
strongholds, particularly due to the rising civilian death toll of such attacks. Nonetheless, both countries enjoy 
mutual benefits to their alliance; Pakistan has arrested and turned over more than 300 Al-Qaeda operatives to the 
U.S., and America recently approved a large non-military funds package to improve Pakistan’s education and 
infrastructure. The tenor of the global War on Terror relies heavily on the relations between the two countries. 

 
India 
 
The tensions between neighbors India and Pakistan are well-documented and frequently crop up every few years. 
Although their joint history is peppered with occasional spells of ease, the mood has returned to icy hostility in the 
wake of the November 2008 attacks in Mumbai, which were traced to a terrorist organization based in Pakistan. 
Although the group is banned in Pakistan as an outlaw terrorist organization, prevailing suspicion in India alleges 
that the ISI provided the funds and means for the group, Lashkar-e-Taiba, to wreak havoc in the Indian city. 

The United States has interests in seeing cooperation between the two nations and has occasionally intervened in 
their mutual affairs. The onus is on both countries to together forge functional relations—no one expects an 
intimate bond, but for the coherence of South Asian security, economy, and welfare, the same historic tensions 
cannot continue. 

 
Afghanistan 
 
Afghanistan is another neighbor with which Pakistan has an uneasy alliance. Pervez Musharraf and Hamid Karzai 
were never fast friends, to say the least, but with the General off the political stage, an opportunity exists to 
refresh relations. More than 3 million Afghans took refuge in Pakistan in the ‘80s and now once again after 9/11; 
many millions continue to live in the NWFP and Karachi. The thorniness of past relations between the nations 
must be amended for the success of the War on Terror and a lasting end to the Taliban threat. 
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List of Positions 
 
 

The President - Asif Ali Zardari (PPP) 

The man nicknamed “Mr. 10%” due to his corrupt reputation during his wife’s terms as Prime Minister of Pakistan, 
Asif Ali Zardari is the widower of Benazir Bhutto and the current President of Pakistan. Though he won the election 
by a significant margin, Zardari remains a highly controversial personality in Pakistani politics. He has served two 
prison terms, both tied to allegations of corruption and financial scams; now, he is the president of the country 
and has his work cut out for him. Upon taking office, he swore to battle back against militancy in the Northern 
Areas and reclaim order in the Swat Valley from the Taliban who had slowly usurped power in the region. Zardari’s 
greatest challenges will be gaining the confidence of a skeptical public and ensuring smooth foreign relations. 

The Prime Minister - Yousaf Raza Gilani (PPP) 

Gilani has been a distinguished PPP member since 1988, loyal to Benazir Bhutto during her time in power and a 
staunch supporter of her return from exile in 2007. Gilani spent five years in jail early on in the decade for 
allegedly paying constituents from government accounts. Upon his release, he immediately returned to action in 
Pakistani politics, and soon after Benazir’s assassination, Parliament elected Gilani Prime Minister of the nation in 
March 2008. He was a vocal supporter also of returning sacked Chief Justice Iftikhar Chaudhry to his post and 
succeeded in achieving this. 

The Chief of Army Staff - Gen. Ashfaq Parvez Kayani 

Known to the people of Pakistan as an intelligent leader and a reserved personality, Ashfaq Parvez Kayani took 
over the position of Chief of Army Staff from Pervez Musharraf in 2007. A graduate of the Pakistan Military 
Academy, Kayani has served in the army since 1971. His influence in the military is incalculable, and the respect he 
commands from his deputies and soldiers akin to that which Musharraf himself enjoyed in the 1990s and early 
2000s. Kayani issued a 2008 directive ordering troops and officers to remove themselves from civil posts in the 
government and to avoid intimate contacts with active political party members in an effort to extricate military 
influence from the political sphere. Nonetheless, it is clear that Kayani has ore influence and power than is 
immediately apparent, and his efforts against the Taliban nd his positions regarding India will be central to 
Pakistani military policy.  

The Chairman of the Senate - Farooq Naek (PPP) 

Naek has been Chairman of the Senate since March 2009, after serving many years as a senator rom Sindh. He is a 
devoted advisor to President Asif Ali Zardari, and first rose to prominence or his defense of Zardari and Benazir 
Bhutto during their exile from Pakistan. 
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The Speaker of the National Assembly - Fahmida Mirza (PPP) 

Fahmida Mirza became the first female Speaker of the National Assembly in Pakistan's history when she rose to 
the position on March 19, 2008. Mirza began her career as a medical doctor before switching over to politics in the 
1990s. A member of the PPP, she and her family members have long been acquaintances of the Bhuttos and 
Zardaris. 

The Leader of the Opposition in the National Assembly - Nisar Ali Khan (PML N) 

The Leader of the Opposition in the National Assembly, Nisar Ali Khan, is an ethnic Punjabi from the north of the 
province who served as Minster for Petroleum and Natural Resources during the first term of Nawaz Sharif at the 
beginning of the 1990s. He is a staunch PML�rN member, and has been a fixture in the National Assembly and on 
the national political stage for many years. 

Chief Minister of Punjab - Shahbaz Sharif (PML N) 

Shahbaz and Nawaz Sharif are probably the most famous brothers in Pakistani politics. Nawaz, the leader of the 
Pakistan Muslim League (PML N), spent two spells as Prime Minister in the 1990s before his ousting by Pervez 
Musharraf in 1999. Shahbaz is currently in his third term as Chief Minister of Punjab, Pakistan’s largest, most 
populous, and wealthiest province. The brothers have emerged as notable opposition leaders in Pakistan and both 
enjoy substantial followings, particularly in their home province of Punjab. 

Chief Minister of Balochistan - Aslam Raisani (PPP) 

Raisani has been a PPP member since 1994 and Chief Minister of the province of Balochistan since 2008. His father 
was Governor of Balochistan before being assassinated in the 1970s. Raisani is a somewhat controversial figure in 
Balochistan, where a large amount of local politics is conducted within traditional Jirgas, or conventions of tribal 
leaders. 

Chief Minister of Sindh - Qaim Ali Shah (PPP) 

The Chief Minister of Sindh since April 2008, Qaim Ali Shah is a long�rserving member of the PPP who has also 
spent time on the Senate of Pakistan and the Provincial Assembly of Sindh. 

Chief Minister of the NWFP - Ameer Haider Khan Hoti (ANP) 

Ameer Haider Khan Hoti is the current Chief Minister of the North�rWest Frontier Province. An ethnic Pashtun, he is 
one of the youngest to ever hold a Chief Minister position at 38 years of age. 

The Chief of Naval Staff (CNS) - Adm. Noman Bashir 

Admiral Noman Bashir was appointed to the post of Chief of Naval Staff by President Zardari in 2008 after serving 
in the Pakistan Navy since 1973. He has written numerous papers on the Afghan Taliban and remains a highly 
decorated officer. 
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The Chief of Air Staff (CAS) - ACM. Rao Qamar Suleman 

Air Marshal Rao Qamar Suleman was appointed to the post of Chief of Air Staff in March 2009. He has served since 
1975, and has earned several notable awards in recognition of his service. He is an experienced and informed 
voice in determining action in the North�rWest and the Afghan border, where he has been active in countering the 
Taliban. 

The Foreign Minister - Shah Mehmood Qureshi (PPP) 

Mehmood Qureshi is Foreign Minister of Pakistan, a position he ascended to in March 2008 after being appointed 
by Prime Minister Yousaf Raza Gilani. His priorities as Foreign Minister include restoring relations with India in the 
aftermath of the tensions over Mumbai. Qureshi is a highly�rregarded PPP member, and has served in the 
provincial assembly of Punjab. 

The Finance Minister - Shaukat Tarin 

Tarin is an experienced and prominent economist and banker in Pakistan and across South and Southeast Asia, 
having served as a head of numerous banks (including Citibank in Thailand) and as chairman of the Karachi Stock 
Exchange. After being appointed as a government adviser in 2008, he rose to the position of Finance Minister in 
2009. 

Pakistan’s Ambassador to the United Nations- Abdullah Hussain Haroon 

Ambassador Haroon began his political career as a coordinator for the PML, and quickly moved up the ranks due 
to an esteemed lineage. Hid grandfather was called on the pillars of Muslim League, and was deeply involved in 
Pakistani Politics. Hussain Haroon served as a Sindh Assembly speaker and a memeber to the Board of Governors. 
He now serves as the Pakistan Ambassador to the United Nations, which he took over in September of 2008. 

Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee- General Tariq Majid 
 
General Tariq Majid is currently the highest ranking general in the Pakistani Armed Forces. He has also served as 
the Director General of Military Intelligence, and was promoted to Lieutenant General in 2003. He then moved on 
as Corps Commander for a short year, working up to the Chariman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee after taking 
down the armed militias in the Seige of Lal Masjid as Crops Commander. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



National Security Council of Pakistan- 18 - 

Research 
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The following are recommended material for further exploration of the subject: 

BBC Topics: Pakistan – http://www.bbc.co.uk/topics/pakistan – Useful collection of news articles and general 
background information on Pakistan’s contemporary politics and the political history of the nation. 

Dawn.com – http://www.dawn.com – Pakistan’s premier English-language newspaper, full of information on 
current events, news, and opinions. 

 


